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Note fo
r your diary

 

Our Summer P
ar ty 

will b
e on the 21st o

f 

May - be th
ere 

or be 

square!
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Brian (NB Much Ado) works for Midland Chandlers and has kindly arranged 
7.5% discount for all our Moorers. All you have to do is to produce a Berth 
Holders Card in the shop to take advantage of this great offer. We will be 
sending out the Berth Holders Cards shortly, but should you wish to visit the 
shop before then please call in at the office to pick one up. 
 
Don’t forget that the Marina is a member of the Friends of Stoke Bruerne 
Museum and our Moorers are entitled to 2 for 1 entrance when visiting the 
Museum. 
 
In addition, Yorks Coach Tours in Northampton offer our Moorers a 5% 
discount for over six people on any of their trips. Call Andy (NB Jadey Too) 
on 01604-890210. Brochures with details of their tours are in the laundry.  
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to donate a fruit tree and she took the 
lead by being the first to do so, swiftly 
followed by almost everyone in the 
club. So if you’d like to donate a fruit 
tree (+/- £20) and have your name on 
it or use it for a dedication, please let 
us know.  

Our first priority though is to start 
planning the layout during the winter 
period, so we’ll be meeting up again 
in the New Year to refine what we 
want to do. Then we’ll be drawing up 
a budget to present to Peter and Mike 
for containers and the like. 

Any offers of old garden tools, 
containers and garden paraphernalia 
will be very gratefully received. 

We very much looking forward to this 
project and enjoying the fun we are 
having with everyone involved, if our 
first get-together was anything to go 
by.  
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We have had such an enthusiastic 
response to our idea of having a 
Gardening Club, we are really thrilled. 
Our first meeting was held at the 
Walnut Tree in early December and 
the ideas have been coming thick and 
fast. 

Top of the list is to start composting, 
since the soil is not very good at all. 
So the Marina will soon be buying a 
composter to get us started. 

Next up we’ve been offered the use of  
Steve’s (NB Avanti) greenhouse and 
the Blisworth Allotments are also 
helping us out with their greenhouses 
and will be donating some plants as 
well. We’ve had so many offers of 
seedlings and cuttings that we will 
soon be making full use of all those 
greenhouses. 

Barbara (NB Grandad Dyer) came up 
with a fantastic idea too - for Moorers 

���� 
���
������������
Nick Brown (NB Fox) has sent us this 
picture of an intriguing object. Can 
you identify what it is? First right 
answer wins an electric card! 
 
Can you find a mystery object that 
might baffle us? Anyone who comes 
up with something that no-one can 
identify will win … yes! An electric 
card! 
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Roger Fowle is a friend of Mike 
Bragg’s and an enthusiastic boater. 
He’s sent us this amusing article 
about his first trip in a holiday boat: 

There’s no easier 
introduction to narrowboat cruising 
than tackling that broad, deep sweep 
of water and wide aqueducts than on 
the Llangollen canal.  “Come and join 
us” cried cousins Rob and Wendy, 
“we’ve booked a sixty-footer, starting 
from Chirk” – which I knew to have a 
handy golf course, a good campsite 
and great castle.  “It’ll be just like a 
few days in your motor-home, only a 
bit slower”. 

‘Twas a chilly day, 
September 18th, and verging on damp 
when we hefted solids and warming 
liquids down below on to HMS Rog 
and Rob.  The handover was thorough 
– there’s the stern gland, grease each 
evening: there’s the heating switch, 
but don’t turn the engine off until the 
radiators show signs of warmth: no, 
there’s no shore hook-up for 
electricity, so the fridge will keep 
things coolish, provided you run the 
engine at least five hours per day.  
Etc, etc – simples, squeak! 

Underway … oops, how to 
get out of the berth and on to the 
canal?  They’re not daft at Chirk 
Marina, they’ve been there before.  
An expert on reversing, swinging and 
going about leaps on board and gets 
us to the mouth of the mighty 
Llangollen Canal.  He suggests we 
turn left towards the home of the 
International Eisteddfod, and we duly 
do so.  He leaps off – gawd, we’re on 
our own.  At this point, Admiral Rob 
asserts his authority, based on several 
past cruises: he’s also a keen water 
skier, but treats my question re getting 
the boat up on the plane with disdain. 

We start checking off bridge 

numbers against the small map we 
have bought, and duly arrive at that 
long aqueduct with the 
unpronounceable name.  By now, I’m 
on the helm, pointing 6’10” at a target 
at least an inch wider.  No probs – 
until I try to helm and look down.  At 
this point, my degree in vertigo asserts 
itself.  Gulp – don’t look, keep your 
eye on the horizon, don’t look 
anywhere except straight ahead.  
Which has the inevitable consequence 
of missing the sharp turn left at the 
end of the aqueduct.  Shouting and 
swearing quietly, we manage to avoid 
wrecking HMS R&R and assorted 
other vessels in the vicinity, and, after 
a fourteen point turn, enter the major 
highway of the Llangollen Arm. 

By now, it’s well into mid-
afternoon, and our destination seems 
just as far away as it did at lunchtime.  
Bash on, is the cry.  Bit by bit, we 
encounter narrow and twisty bits, and 
then really narrow and twisty bits, and 
then really narrow one-way traffic 
bits, accompanied by slight rumblings 
from the keel ploughing its lonely 
furrow along the ocean floor.  It 
becomes clear that sixty-foot steel 
constructions do not bend around 
blind bends as we meet similar vessels 
hurtling towards us.  The wives are 
sent to the towpath, thinking they 
could warn us of approaching traffic:  
in reality, it’s for their own safety, but 
Rob and I felt it unnecessary to point 
this out.  No point in alarming 
memsahibs! 

Arriving in Llangollen, after 
spending a little while getting its 
pronunciation up to speed, we pay 

money to the Welsh Waterways 
Wallah to moor for up to 48 hours in 
the small marina a little beyond the 
town.  It’s a great spot, Llangollen, 
been there many times, but never so 
slowly!  Enjoyed a great meal at the 
Old Mill on the other side of the river, 
and, in the morning, a train trip forced 
on us by a distinguished looking gent 
in a Guards uniform (not army, the 
other sort) to a destination that, even 
now, I’m not sure about.  Still, nice to 
see a mint GWR Halls Class doing its 
stuff. 

On the way back, nothing 
much to report, except that I wasn’t 
on the helm over the aqueduct and 
made the mistake of leaning out over 
the 3” wide bit of cast iron that 
separates us and HMS R&R from 
everlasting perdition.  Vertigo is real – 
don’t laugh at anybody who has it – 
just sympathise with yours truly 
leaping onto the footpath and hogging 
the handrail the rest of the way across.  
Took the better part of Tesco’s house 
whisky to restore my normal 
equilibrium – but that’s life!  And we 
hadn’t even reached the two locks 
between us and Whitchurch at that 
point – there’s another story there. 

But, after the week, it’s nice 
to be a narrowboat expert (!), to talk 
knowledgeably about 8, 6, 4 build and 
Eberspacher.  It’s also nice to realize 
that a 60’ eight-berth rental boat is not 
the way to go.  I’ve got design plans, 
you see, helped no end by the 
courtesy of Steve and Claire at 
Blisworth Marina and Jan in the New 
and Used Boat Company Sales Office 
– but don’t tell the wife yet! 

Roger Fowle 
November 2010 
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Thanks for the pictures, Gerald (NB Little Witch] 
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The New and Used Boat Co are very 
excited to have launched The Hanbury 
Range of boats.   

They come in four different layouts 
and a sail away wide beam option.   

Priced competitively they start at 
£63,950 for a 57ft narrow boat.   

Within that price the Swallowtail and 
Peacock include a high spec galley 
with hardwood worktops, fridge, 
oven, hob and built in microwave 
oven. Diesel fired central heating and 
a solid fuel stove will keep you lovely 
and warm in the winter while 
watching the TV/DVD/Freeview in 
the Saloon. 
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There are optional extras that can be 
added including a 60ft length, granite 
work tops, Pullman or L shaped 
dinette, bow thruster, upgraded 
engine, pump out toilet, hospital 
silencer and many more to customise 
your boat.   

PLUS we offer a free two days 
helmsman’s course as an introduction 
to safe waterways practice.  

Demonstrator boats can be viewed 
here at Blisworth. 

Former moorers, temporary moorers or simply just friends of the Marina are welcome to come along and join us at our events. 
 
If we have you on our mailing list and you would prefer not to receive our newsletter and updates, please call us or email 
info@blisworthmarina.co.uk and we will remove you from our list. 
 
If you are receiving our newsletter by post and you have an email address please let us know so that we can send the newsletter 
by email - we want to do our best to save trees! 



 
 

What a busy and successful year 2010 has been for the Partnership! 
 

Earlier this year on a snowy February morning, the hardy amongst us travelled up to the Buckby 
Flight and watched a pair of decommissioned lock gates being removed. We looked on tentatively 
as the balance beams were then separated from the main gates, as we knew that these were to be 
given a new lease of life as benches along our towpath. Much was made of this, Anglia TV filmed 
the event and we were interviewed by British Waterways Press Officers. We’d saved the beams 
going to landfill, which has to be a good thing. 
 
After wrestling with the planning permission required for installation of the lock beams as seating 
opposite the Mill, thinking all was lost when British Waterways discovered a spaghetti junction of 
fibre optic cabling under the proposed site, thankfully the project is almost complete. Alan 
Andrews, one of the Partnership’s Directors has been busy re-painting them and despite 
unexpected showers undoing some of his efforts, they are nearly complete. Many villagers have 
already said that they’ve loved sitting on them and enjoying the scene, one lady in the Mill says 
that she could already write a book about some of the activities on them! What can she mean? 
Alan also plans to revitalise the original beam by Candle Bridge. The Partnership plan to install 
more seating along the towpath over time, we’ll work with British Waterways on the allowed 
design and setting down spots. From the comments we’ve received so far, extra seating is going to 
be really 
welcomed by the village. Seating will be a very important 

feature 
within the embankment ‘Walk in the Woods’. One of these seats 
will be dedicated with a plaque to Partnership Membership 2010 
as a way of recognising your support. 

 
The behind the scenes work on the ‘Walk in the Woods’ has brought the project to a point where dates for the first ‘clearing 
days’ will soon be advertised. The Management Plan compiled for the project by Partnership Director, Sarah Kirkpatrick has 
impressed British Waterways to the point where they think it should be put up for one of their awards. The Management Plan is 
available on the Partnership website. The initial adoption agreement has been signed by both our Partnership and British 
Waterways. Liaison between British Waterways and the County Council is now in place to raise the project to Pocket Park 
status. BTCV are very interested in our proposals and are to apply for funding for the site on our behalf. Fingers crossed that 
they are successful. The Woodland Trust has delivered 420 saplings that we successfully bid for and Sir Charles Wake from the 
nearby Courteenhall Manor has donated 50 Blackthorn whips. We are now ready to transform the area!                                                        
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           WHAT NEXT? 
‘Walk in the Woods’ work party days – watch the 
notice boards, the Blisworth column in the Chronicle and 
Echo, Round and About and the website for details. 
 
A boat trip to Bugbrooke in Spring 2011 aboard 
‘Elizabeth of Glamis’, date still to be set. 
 
Grand Opening of the ‘Walk in the Woods’, possibly a 
huge village picnic on the site. Arrangements will be 
publicised nearer the date. 
 
Blisworth Canal Festival – August 6th & 7 th 2011, put 
the dates in your diary now and watch out for publicity 
about an Open Meeting before Christmas. 
 
 

CONGRATULATIONS!! 
One of you has won a meal for two at The Royal Oak, kindly donated by Lisa, Mark & team. The person with the 

lucky membership number will be contacted soon and given their prize voucher. It could be you!! 
 

Have you taken a stroll along Blisworth 
Arm of late? Don’t forget to while away some well 
desrved moments on the oak bench at the junction. 
This was installed by British Waterways for the 
Partnership. Blisworth Heritage Society designed and 
funded the nearby interpretation board, well worth a 
read.  

 

    Keep up to date with the progress of our projec ts and what’s new at the canal festival on 
www.blisworthcanalfestival.moonfruit.com www.bliswo rthcanalpartnership.org 

At our last meeting with British Waterways the future of the old stable building by 
the tunnel was discussed and an agreeable proposal suggested. If Partnership 
volunteers repaint the inside, covering the graffiti then British Waterways will 
consider fixing solid doors to protect the building from unwelcome visitors. This 
would enable the Partnership to bring the building into use at some point. Working 
alongside British Waterways has also brought 
with it other benefits. Two intrepid employees 
installed the new signpost at the tunnel car park 
in an almighty blizzard. Some of you will also 
recognise local farmer, Sam Cherry, who lent 
another pair of hands when the height of the pole 
needed adjusting. The lowering of the hedge at 
the car park has reduced visits by miscreants and 
litter, although still evident at random intervals, 
is nothing like it was. Dan Barnett at British 

Waterways has assured us that the hedge will once again be lowered during the winter months. 
Hopefully, the whole of the tunnel area will undergo a positive renaissance through exciting 
projects over the next few years. 

 
The hugely successful canal festival has been reported on endlessly elsewhere, it just needs to be said that it provided some 
much needed funds for the ‘Walk in the Woods’ project. The project will share some of the £2069.64 profit that we made, on top 
of the £1000 donation that we already have from the Inland Waterways Association. A breakdown of festival finances is 
available on the website. The Partnership is proud of the fact that we enabled various charities to raise a combined total of 
£2598. 

 
 


